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THE EL PASO CORPORATION LECTURE SERIES 
An event honoring Medical Anthropology in the Dept. of Comparative Cultural Studies and the Medicine 
and Society Program in the Honors College. 
 
Contact:  Dr. Carl Lindahl, Dept. of English, University of Houston: lindahlcarl1@gmail.com          
               Lindsay Graham, University of Houston: grahamlindsay0@gmail.com 
 
Survivor-Centered Responses to Disasters: How Can 
Ethnographers Help? 
Three Leading Folklorists Discuss Their Fieldwork Experience in Regions Hit By Major 
Disasters. The ethnographers examine ways in which their research allowed them to access 
the “local knowledge” of the afflicted areas and suggest solutions that enlist survivors to 
participate in the recovery process. 
 
October 22, 5:00-7:00pm 
Honors Commons, M.D. Anderson Library, University of Houston 
 
How Can Ethnographers Share the Stories and Memories of Disaster with 
Survivors and Non-survivors? 
Yoko Taniguchi - Senshu University 
 
Cultural Assets Rescue and a Community: Report from the Front Line of 
Response to the Tohoku Earthquake 
Koji Kato - Tohoku Gakuin University 
 
Ethnography, Empathy, and Political Asylum Research 
Amy Shuman - Ohio State University 
 
Following the presentations, Professor Helen Valier of the Honors College and the Medicine 
and Society Program will moderate a discussion of the three papers and their implications for 
implementing survivor-centered disaster response. 
 
With Acknowledgement and Appreciation to: The El Paso Lecture Series; Martin Melosi and the 
Center for Public History; William Monroe and the Honors College; Helen Valier and the Medicine and 
Society Program, Honors College; Yali Zou and Asian American Studies Program; Lois Zamora and the 
medical anthropology faculty of the Dept. of Comparative Culture Studies; Wyman Herendeen and the 
Dept. of English 
